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SUBJECT: ECE - COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURAL PROBLEMS 

SUMMARY: 

1. COMMITTEE SET UP SMALL STEERING GROUP TO REVIEW WORKING 
METHODS SUBSIDIARY BODIES, APPROVED PROGRAM OF WORK AND 
PRIORITIES AND CARRIED OUT EXPERT DISCUSSION ON BEEF MARKET 
AND SITUATION OUTLOOK IN EUROPE. END SUMMARY. 

2. TWENTY EIGHT MEMBER COUNTRIES PARTICIPATED IN THE 
COMMITTEE SESSION. ARGENTINA. AUSTRALIA, ISRAEL, JAPAN 
AND NEW ZEALAND PARTICIPATED UNDER ARTICLE II OF THE TERMS 
OF REFERENCE OF THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE. IN 
ADDITION FIVE INTERGOVERNMENTAL INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, 
THREE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS, REPRESENTATIVES OF 
CMEA AND EC PARTICIPATED IN THE MEETING. ELECTED M. BESSON 
(SWITZERLAND) CHAIRMAN AND K. KAZARECK (HUNGARY) AS VICE- 
CHAIRMAN. 

3. THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION REGARDING THE 
WORKING METHODS OF THE COMMITTEE S SUBSIDIARY BODIES. 

THE WORK OF THE GROUPS FOR THE MOST PART HAD FOLLOWED 
THE SAME GENERAL PATTERN FOR ALMOST 25 YEARS. 

IT WAS FELT THAT AN INDEPTH EXAMINATION SHOULD 
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CARRIED OUT IN OTHER ORGANIZATIONS. THE COMMITTEE 
DECIDED THAT A SMALL AD HOC GROUP, REFERRED TO AS A 
STEERING GROUP SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED. THE STEERING GROUP 
IS TO CONSIST OF THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN, THE 
FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE, A. GANEV OF BULGARIA 
AND P. HALIMI OF FRANCE. THE STEERING GROUP WOULD MEET 
LATER IN THE YEAR AND WOULD MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE ACTED 
UPON BY THE COMMITTEE AT ITS TWENTY-SEVENTH SESSION. 

THOUGH NOT MENTIONED IN ESTABLISHING THIS SMALL GROUP, 

UNDER ECE RULES, ANY MEMBER COUNTRY COULD PARTICIPATE. 

4. THE COMMITTEE APPROVED, WITH ONLY SLIGHT VARIATIONS 
FROM THAT PROPOSED IN DOCUMENT AGRI/R.18, THE PROGRAM OF 
WORK AND PRIORITIES FOR 1975/1976 AND FOR THE PERIOD 

1976 TO 1980. TOBACCO WAS SELECTED AS THE PROJECT OF 
SPECIAL INTEREST TO THE LESS DEVELOPED COUNTRIES OF THE 
ECE REGION. 

5. THE CONSENSUS OF THE DISCUSSION ON "PROSPECTS OF THE 
EUROPEAN MARKET FOR BEEF AND VEAL UNTIL 1980" APPEARED 
TO BE THAT THE NET IMPORT DEFICIT FOR BEEF WOULD 
NARROW SUBSTANTIALLY. MOST OF THE SUGGESTED 
REVISIONS PUSHED CONSUMPTION LEVELS UP AND PRODUCTION 
EVEN HIGHER THAN THOSE PROJECTED IN AGRI/R.27. MOST OF 
THE EAST EUROPEAN EXPORTING COUNTRIES COMPLAINED ABOUT 
THE CURRENT EC IMPORT POLICIES. DURING THE DISCUSSION, 

THE EC CRITICIZED THE SECRETARIAT'S REPORT STATING THAT 

IT HADN'T CONSIDERED RECENT DEVELOPMENTS AND POINTING 
OUT THE FACT THAT THE CURRENT SITUATION WAS AT LEAST 
PARTLY DUE TO THE CYCLICAL EFFECT OF CATTLE PRODUCTION. 

THE EC FELT THAT PROJECTED CONSUMPTION GROWTH WOULD BE 
SUBSTANTIALLY HIGHER THAN THE LEVEL PUBLISHED IN THE ECE 
REPORT AND WOULD BE MORE NEARLY IN LINE WITH THE GROWTH IN 
PROJECTED PRODUCTION. 

6. THE COMMITTEE DECIDED TO HOLD ITS NEXT MEETING IN 
GENEVA 8-12 MARCH, 1976. DALE 
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